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A Voice of Comfort ſounded forth, &xc. 
Friends, ; | 


THO arethe beloved of the Lord, (who arecalled 

by ſcorners Quakers ) yon the Lord hath bleſſed and 

, often viſited, and bath calfed yot out of darkneſs 

and hath brought many of you out of Captivity from nnder Sa- 
thans power to experience his gopdnefs in the Light and Life of - 
his Son Chrift Jeſus 3" and fincethe day of his firft Vilitation and - 
turning of us unto himſelf, he bath neyerſeft us, though be hath 
ſuffered many to be deeply tryed, ſome hy ſtripings, bruifings,.. 
woundings, impriſonments, baniſhment,} and death, - and in all 

theſe'things he hath been a God nigh at hahd.,to bear up and ſup- 
port the 'weakeſt child rhat he hath' called to bear teſtimony to - 

Lhe? in the fix troubles he hath hot. left them, nor in the 

ſeventh he will not fail : Oh you dear and pretious Sons and 

Daighters of Zion, your birth is from Eternity, & your ſtrength 
is from the mighty one whois the Being of Beings, who doth. 

whatſoever pleaſeth him; Oh my heart is in love with you, and 


- my lifedwelleth among you, and as concerning ye,my heart hath 


been ponderous with my God, ahd my ſpirit hath cryed, where- 
withal ſhall Facob be raiſed up, and Zions Mourners be comfor- 
ted, and this hath beenanſwered in my heart from the Lord in 
the feeling of his Jove, and of his dreadful Prelence, ſaying,Fear 
not oh Daughter of Zion ſince the day of thy, birth aud nativity 
{ have borne thee up and nourithed thee as a little Child, and Ted* 
thee as a tender one, and my eye of pitty hath been upon thee, _ 
and I baveentered into Covenant with thee, and 1 am God that * 
never changeth, and I will never leave thee nor forfake thee, 

-” And this further is the. purpoſe of the Ford concerning thee- 


'oh thou afflited one, and diſconſolated Child, whoart-ready to - 


ſay within'thy ſelf why doth the Lord, cake away the righteous 
with the wicked, and remove the Innocent from the Earth in 
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this Contagion , and take away ſome of the faithful People,who 
have put their whole tenftia him , aud have choſen the Lord to 
be their God, and that have no hope nor expeRation of com- 
fort but only from the Lord 3 and becailſe of this] and many a 
weak one are ſhaken in; our minds , becauſe we ſee the wicked 
þoaſt and rejoyce at the death of the Righteous, and holy people 
of the Lord ; who triumph and ſay, the Lord is angry with them, 
for he cuts them off as he doth the wicked z and this grieveth me 
mc of all becauſe they lift up their voice now and cry where is 
now-your God ? Oh thou- tender -andafflitted one, be not caſt 
down in thy mind, neither let thy heart be troubled , nor thy 
ſpirit within thee grieved , who halt believed and received with 
joyfulneſs che appearance of Gods grace,and haſt been led there- 

y ue of the wayes of the wicked into the way where the righte- 
ous walk, and meet with comfort and Heavenly refreſhments 


..-- fromthe Lord of Life. Ob fear thox not thou tender one, for there 


is notbing ſhall befall thee but what is common to men, for the Lord 
bath made the World all of one Blood, and of fleſh wbich is as graſs 
which muſt die, and our bodies are mortal as well as others, but our 
life by which we live to the Lord is eternal, which life is more and more 
revealed to all that are begotten and born of the Immortal ſeed; but 
our life is bid with Chriſt in God from all who are in the firſt nature 
and know nothing of the Lord but what they know naturally, not being 
born again, nor cracified to the evils of this World by the power of 
Gods endleſs life ; theſe knows not the end of the Righteous,nei- 
ther diſcerns the things of God , yet let the. Righteous know, 
and the upright confider that in all ages the Lord hath tryed his 
deareſt Servants, and hath weaned them from all Creature-en- 
Joyments, . arid hath ſtripped them naked that he might cloath 
them with that Garment that never waxeth old , and feed them 
with that bread which youriſheth to Erexnity, Ob how did hetry 
righteous Abrabam, by requiring of him to offer up TJaac, bur 
his reward was known in the end; And how did he try Facob 
with the parting from Benjamin, but Foſeph was found thereby: 
And how did he ery Fob with affliitions many wayes, unto whom 
dreadful tidings was brought, whoſaid, the Lord giveth, and 
the Lord taketh away, and bleſſed be his moſt holy name; And 
how did hetry David, -Daniel, and Fonahb, and delivered them 
in the day of their diſtreſs, aud was their comfort inthe day of 
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affli tion, and a covert for them in the day of Calanjity. 
Thus the Lord hath dealt wich the faithful Prophets, Chriſt 
- and the Apoſtles, and the wicked (aid as at this day they do to 
Gods people, becauſe God is executing bis determinate will, for it 
wes ſaid to Feſis, if thou be the Chrift come down from the Croſs, and 
fave thy ſelf and ws ; but he was obedient unto the death ; and his 
Apoſtles they traveled in the way of che Lord, and lived (o that 
they might finiſh their courſe with joy , they were beloved of 
the Lord, yet he ſuffered them to be tryed, and to be tribulated, 
and the meſſenger of Sathan they knew, a thorne in the fleſh they 
witneſſed, but he that prevails with God prayed that their Faith 
might not fail.” 
| hus did the Righteous in all ages ; hear the rod and himchat 
had appointed it, and learned obedience by the things that they 
ſuffered, and by the chaltiſement of the Lord they were drawn 
nearer unto him, even as thoſe people in the dayes of old, who 
faid, other Lords hath had D'minion over us , but now we will 
make mention of thy name, for thon art the Lord our Gnd, and 
the Propher Gaid,thongh chou kill me yer will I eruſtin chee; and” 
aid, though I go to the bottom of the Mountains there wilt thou - 
find me; the Rocks nor Hills cannot hide me, neither canrhe 
ſtrength of Men nor Horſes deliver me; therefore willI remem- 
ber the years of the right hand of the moſt High, and while I have 
breath will praiſe his Name. 
Bur oh faith the afflited one! I haveofren taſted of the mer- 
cies of the Lord, and his goodneſs from day to day I have en- 
pyed lince the time | received in his righteous Judgments againſt 
the Man of Sin, which was revealed by the brightneſs of the 
light of Chrift Jeſus, that did ſhine in my heart, in anacceptable | 
time,it was aday of comfort, & fince 1 have had hours of refreſh» 
ment from the Lord by which I have been eſtabliſhed ; but that 
now the Lord ſhould cake me and mine out of this World, this 
ſomtimes proves an exerciſe to my mind & a grief unto myheart, 
and the more becauſe the wicked boaſt themſelves againſt God 
thereby: Oh thon tender one be not at this caſt down, for the 
Lord hath born long, but now is riſen as a Lion out of a thicket, he 
hath taken notice how the wicked hath oppreſſed theRighteous, 
and made a ſpoyle of the upright in heart ; and how they have 
determined to baniſh them into far Countries, & toforce them in= 
tO 
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to vacant Iſlands, _ {ball not have theic end, formany 
{hall dye in cheir own land, for now the Lord bath ſeat the de- 
ftroying Angel forth,and hath given'him Commiſſion to reap the 
Farth , for the Lord himſelf will make che deciſion, and 
the wheat he will gather into his garner, but the chaffe, and the 
tears, he will burn with unquenchable fire, and though the righ- 
teots dye, they.dy in the Lord, and ſhall awake unto eveclaſtin 
life zbur'the wicked to ſhame and. everlaſting contempt: A 
they that be wiſe ſaid Daniel ſhall ſhineas the brightneſs of che 
Firmament; and- they that .turn many to righteouſneſs as the 
Stars forever and ever, for the Lord is judge himſelf who for- 
ſaketh not his Saints,they are preſerved for ever, but the ſeed of 

© thexvicked -ſba!l be cut off, who watcheth co ſlay the rightedus ; 
but the Lord will not leave himin his hand, nor condemn him 
whenheis judged. ' : 

But they that have remembred their Creator in the dayes of 
their youth, and have-remembred and conſidered their latter 
end, and have known the Spirit of the Lord to teach them eq 
number their dayes, and that bath applyed their hearts to wiſe» 
tome, theſe ſhall reft from their labours, and be bleſſed, who 
dye in the Lord, and ſhall live with him for evermore ; there- 
fore none be troubled who have believed the report of eruch, 

+ andhave known the arme of the Lord revealed, andin the pati- 
entSpirit dwells; And with old Ely, ſayictis the Lord, let him 
doe what he will : for allthy thoughts, and cares will but trou- 
ble thee, and be a meanes to remove thee from thy reſt, and to 
draw thee from thy habitation, X 

Oh let theſe chy Tryals, and Tribulations have this effe& in 
thy heart, that thou thereby may have patience and experience 
the Lords goodnels every day; for affuredly all things thall work 
thverher for the good of ther that fear and love the Lord ; if 
all things be then the death of his Saints, and Servants, whoſe 
Names are written m- the Lambs: book of Life; who have de- 
lighted to follow him through the Regeneration; but the wick- 
& will the Lord Plaguem the furnace of his Fury, whoſe porti- 
oN is aPpointed in the hake prepared for the Devil and his An- 
els: -Put he willfay ro the Righteous who delights to doe h's 
will on Earth, Come yee bleſſed receive the Kingdom prepared far you 
And to the wicked who hath delighted in wickedneſs upon the 


. face 
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face of cheFarth, theſe are on the left hand Curſed, andareto 
goe into everlaſting Torments for evermore ; but Gotls Cove- 
nant finds ſure with the Righteous, and eatnot be Altered, be- 
cauſe the Lord never changeth,therefore are h#4 People not Con- 
ſamed by their many Enetnies in the World : But further (aich 
the tender hearted Childe of God, I have a weight and burden 
upon my heart to ſee Gods Judgemients ard his vials powering 
forth upon the Earth, and the Sea; and yet few Jayeth. it to 
heart, taty- there be indeed that mourne becauſe of their ſor- 
row, yet they depart not from their fin, neither tnrne from theic 
Tranſgreflions, which have beet the very cauſe of Gods heavy 
Judgmenes': many areleight, and wanton, and live in pleafure, 
= from the ſtate of the people of Ninevy, who hambled them- 
elves from the Higheſt ro the Loweſt) And had not I known 
ſomething of the goodnefs of the Lord, I ſhonld Judge their 
ſtate better then mine : Oh thereſore conlider thou afflicted one 
that this was the ftate of David in the dayes of old, who faw 
the wicked in profperity, and they had no botds in their death ; 
and their' eyes food out with fatne(s, they hail more then heart 
could wiſh; but when he entred into the Sanctuary of the Lord 
he confidered theirend; although he thought intime hehad 
waſhed his hands in innocency, becatife he was poor, and needy, - 
and his heart was wounded within him, he fard, 1 depart like 7 « 
ſhiddow that declineth, and am ſhaken off as the Grafhopper, 

' my knees are weak through faſtidg, and my fleſh hath loſt all fat= | 
; neſs, I became a rebiike unto many ; they that looked upon mee _ 
ſhaked their heads, yet for all this will I give thanks unto che 

Lord greatly with my month, and praiſe him among the multi- 

tide; for he will ſtand at the right hand of the poor to ſave 

him from chem that would condemn his Soule. 

And further faith the poor broaken hearted one, ſaying here 

is acry with the ungodly, as dyeth the wicked ſo dyeth the 
righteous, and both have one event, It's true the natural bodyes 

of both dye, yet there is agreat difference between the death of 

the righeteous, and the death of the wicked, for Balaam ſaid, 
Oh chat he might dyethe death of the righteous, and that his 
latter end might be like unto his : for heſaw there was goodly 
dwelling intte rents of Facob, and that the end of thoſe that a- 
bode therein would bepretions; becauſe the Righteous who 
have minded to follow the Lordin his Righteous Judgments, in 


Fob _—_— -. 
whictr, holineſs and purity they have learned ; but the wi 
have run from the Lord into wickednels; and have done diſpighe 
tothe Spirit of Grace, and hath loved pleaſures, more they the - 


' Lord; and haveſaid as thoſe'wwicked ones in the dayes of old "1 


| ſus the Lord of Life,Get thee out of our Coafts, and as for 
we defire nat the knowledg of his wayes, and for < | 
day, and at all times, it will be a fearful! ching to fall into the 
hands of the living. God ;-for there is no peace to the wicked 
ſaith che Spirit of the Almighty, but the fruic of Righteouſntls ' 
is peace to them that wa)k righteoully, and the effett is you} 
for. evermore, this by the Spirit of the Lord is true and ſha b 
ſtand for evec : Therefore thou Childe of the living God feele *. 
the power of the endlels life, to keep the heart in awe before the! 
Lord out of the Reaſonings, anc Conſullings., about thoſe! 
things that may be ſeen with the natural eye; for the ſaving 
Power and Comforts of God is onely to be witneſſed within, 
ty.a finking down into the meaſure gf Chriſt rpanifetia thy more. + 
cal'fleſh,then chou wilt know the LordsChriſt co rule in thy heart "ih 
who brings glad tidings, and publiſheth peace, and brings Sul- 
vation, and faithin the Daughter of Zion thy God Reigneth; 
©; "this was he that SIMEON waited for , it being revealed unto 
him, that-he ſhould not taſte death till he had ſeen the Lords 
Chet; And when this was accompliſhed he faid now ler thy 

-.- lervantdepart inpeace according to thy word, for my eyes hath 

ſeen thy Salvation, . 

.. So. thou that haſt bad that Spiritual eye oppened whergby 
thou baſt ſeen, and taſted of the good word of God; look not 
out at the works which the Lord is working in the Earth; and 
the deſolation.that- he is making amongthe Sons of men, (but 
remember Dinah who went out, and came in raviſhed) (o keep 
cloſe in the pure ſeed of life, in which thou wilc ſee all things 
poſlible with the Lord; and by his vwy works ke will baglo- 
rified, and by bis power and judgments he will be kn94a coall 
Nat10ns, So bleſſed art thou chat lyeth down in the Kingdom and 

Patience of Jeſus. The Grace of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt be with 
you, aud his Peace reſt upon you for ever-more. 

EEE: 4 Given farth inthe bowelfof love and good 
7 Month 134*t 1665. will to all. the Children of the Lord, by 

your Companion in tribulation and re- 
7... ER. T. G. 
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